


R E P O R T  O F  T H E  M E E T I N G

At the invitation of Their Excellencies, General the
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) Governor-General of
the Commonwealth of Australia and Mrs Linda Hurley, the
Global Foundation convened its Canberra Roundtable at
Government House, Yarralumla, on Friday 14th May, 2021,
involving 40 invitees, drawn from diverse backgrounds. The
meeting was conducted according to the Chatham House
rule. 

The Appendix contains the names of participants and the
Program.  Bios and photos from the roundtable may be
accessed here. 
 
To set the scene for the Canberra Roundtable, a Welcome to
Country was delivered with didgeridoo and clapsticks by
Girrawah, Mr Paul House, a roundtable participant and a
traditional Custodian of the lands on which the meeting took
place.

Mrs Linda Hurley also led the group in a spirited rendition of
‘You are My Sunshine’ prior to the luncheon break which
provided a heart-felt moment of connectedness between all.

AUSTRALIA’S
LONGER-TERM 
STRATEGY IN A
GLOBAL CONTEXT

‘As a nation, we need
to have the courage to
step through the other
side of the wardrobe’ 

An Australian Transformation

Participants in the Global Foundation’s Canberra Roundtable meeting, 
Government House, Yarralumla, 14 May 2021
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1Quote from the meeting, paraphrasing CS Lewis’ ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ 2

http://globalfoundation.org.au/the-canberra-roundtable-at-government-house-yarralumla-14-may-2021/


The Canberra meeting was the culminating
event of The Global Foundation’s current
Australian Roundtable series, which has taken
place across the nation over the past 18 months
and has involved a cross-section of Australian
leaders. All have committed to address the most
significant issues relating to Australia’s longer-
term national strategy, in a global context.

These Australian discussions have been
conducted in both face to face and online
formats and have been informed by the
Foundation’s ongoing Global Roundtable series
over many years.

It was as a consequence of these global
meetings, including those that preceded the
Covid pandemic, that the Board of the Global
Foundation formed the view that Australia was
lacking a coherent national strategy and risked
being left behind in a fast-changing world. The
continuing pandemic has only served to
accentuate some of the challenges facing
Australia and the world at large.

The Australian Roundtable series was designed
to incorporate global views and insights but also
to encourage deeper considerations within
Australia about its national character, about the
elements that would be vital for a national
strategy and some of the most important
challenges and opportunities that Australia
might choose to confront and embrace. 

‘Australians are desperate for leadership and
vision.There are positives to build upon. We
have a very bright future, if only!’

‘Happy, healthy and prosperous are worthy
goals.’

‘There is a gap in civic
discourse about significant
issues facing Australia’
– see here for the opening address by Global
Foundation Chairman, Ms Louise Watson 

Context

Australia needs a longer-range
national strategy 

The Canberra Roundtable addressed three main
topics in relation to Australia’s longer-term
national strategy, in a global context:

   Who are we?
   Can we transform to a sustainable economy?
   Where in the world do we belong?

There was remarkable coherence and
convergence around all three themes,
considering the apparently disparate nature of
the attendees at Yarralumla. 
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http://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Canberra-Roundtable-Louise-Watson-Opening-Remarks.pdf


Overarching all was the view that Australia does not have a
coherent, long-term national strategy; one that is understood and
embraced by its citizens. 

‘Are we a multicultural continental island or a continent of cultural
islands?’

‘Australia is still revealing itself to us. We oughtn’t close off the
possibilities by declaring too early what we have become.’

The first conclusion was that an ongoing process was necessary,
to encourage all citizens, across society, to participate in this
journey of ‘nation-building’, of shaping an agreed Australian
national strategy. The Global Foundation will continue to play its
part, as will those present at the roundtable, in their respective
approaches, however a more concerted and joined-up national
effort is required, to be fully effective.

The second conclusion was that Australia cannot know what it’s
national strategy ought to be and as an extension, to know what
should be its place in the world, if its people do not know who they
are, as Australians.

‘Our culture is your culture – you just don’t know it.’

‘Cultural change is an issue for black and white Australians on a
national scale. It needs long-term strategy. It’s a mind-shift.
Cultural change is what we need.’

Enshrine the Voice

In turn, it was the very clear view of the meeting that Australians
cannot fully know who they are as a people, as a citizenry, until the
nation as a whole comes to terms with its First Nations’ peoples.
This was as much a call for individual as well as institutional
transformation across Australia, as evidenced in one brilliant
example of land-sharing that was expressed at the roundtable.

Consequently, the meeting called for the Voice to Parliament to be
enshrined in Australia’s Constitution, as a vital and necessary, if
early, step on a much longer journey of reconciliation and growth,
for the nation to better know itself and what it could become, both
at home and abroad.
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2Quoting Australian author, David Malouf
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Australia is lacking longer-term, aspirational goals for its
economy and society.

It was agreed that Australia should more firmly adopt the goal
of the Global Foundation, for a world future built upon ‘co-
operative globalisation’, one that is transformative, fair,
inclusive and prosperous.

Whether it be in converting knowledge-based research into
action, at world-class scale, as has been achieved in the past,
or in making a firm and measurable commitment to a fair and
sustainable Australian society, there is much to build upon but
also much work to be done.

The systems and machinery of governance and collaboration
that impel the economic and social future of Australia also
require transformation, with boldness of thinking,
encouragement of genuine innovation and stronger
partnership between the public and private sectors and the
wider community.

‘We are at a hinge moment in history.
Will we embrace the world as we find
it now, and Australia’s place in it? Or
will we turn inwards?’

In terms of its place in the world, it
was confirmed that Australia, having
established itself as one of the most
globally engaged of nations, needs to
be a continuing champion of
openness and global connectedness,
even in the face of a world that risks
further fracturing.  Now, more than
ever, Australia ought to step up – and
outwards, as a positive bridge-builder
and contributor.

‘Globalisation has benefited the
world and Australia more than most.’

At the same time, it is essential that
there should be a better national
understanding and a clearer
differentiation between Australia’s
national values and its national
interests and how these should be
both protected and projected.

‘Distinguish between national values
and national interests. If we only
dealt with those who have similar
values, it would be a lonely world.’

‘When war seems to be the only
option, best wait for a wiser
generation’

Transform to a prosperous & sustainable,
knowledge-based economy that serves a
fair and inclusive society

Australia must choose to be fully at home
in the world

The meeting recognised that Australia has established itself
as one of the most globally engaged of nations, and now
needs to redouble its efforts, as a continuing champion of
openness and global connectedness, even in the face of a
world that risks further fracturing.  

More than ever, Australia needs to step up and outwards, as a
positive bridge-builder between all great nations and an active
shaper of an improved international order.

For this to be fully effective, it is essential that there should be
a better understanding and a clearer differentiation between
Australia’s national values and its national interests and, in
turn, how these should be both protected and projected in the
world at large, keeping a clear-eyed and longer-term focus.

3Quoting China’s paramount leader, Deng Xiaoping
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