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Hosted by The Global Foundation via Zoom 
Monday 30th August 2021, 5-7pm AEST 

The Asia & Australia Roundtable 
P R O G R A M

Program

5:00pm 

Mr Steve Howard, Roundtable moderator; Secretary General, The Global Foundation
(Bio on Pg.4)

Ms Sue Kench, Roundtable moderator; Global Chief Executive, King & Wood
Mallesons (Bio on Pg.4)

Opening: Setting the scene

Session One:  Asia’s Trajectory – The Challenges to Future Prosperity

Speakers:

Mr Kishore Mahbubani, Author, Speaker, Academic, and Former Diplomat (Bio on
Pg.5)

Madame Fu Ying, Chairperson, Center for International Security and Strategy,
Tsinghua University (CISS) (Bio on Pg.5)

Mr Didier Borowski, Head of Global Views, Amundi (Bio on Pg.6)

Dr Keyu Jin, Associate Professor, London School of Economics (Bio on Pg.6)

Mr John McCarthy, AO, Senior Adviser, Asia Link; former Australian Ambassador
to India, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand and the United States (Bio on Pg.7)

Mr Jean-François di Meglio, President, Asia Centre, Paris (Bio on Pg.7)

Moderated roundtable discussion
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Program Continued

Session Two:  Pathways to the future – towards more resilient Asian societies

Speakers:

Dr Dino Patti Djalal, Founder, Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia and Former
Deputy Foreign Minister, Republic of Indonesia (Bio on Pg.8)

Tan Sri Michael O.K. Yeoh, President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific (Bio
on Pg.9)

Professor Peter Yu, Vice-President, First Nations, Australian National University,
Australia (Bio on Pg.9)

Dr Selena Ng, Roundtable moderator; Advisor, Social Economy; Member of the
Board, the Global Foundation (Bio on Pg.8)

Moderated roundtable discussion

Session Three:  Pathways to the future – investing for a greener Asia

Mr Robert Knott, Roundtable moderator; Chairman, GHD (Bio on Pg.10)

Speakers:

Minister Shutaro Omura, Minister, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Japan,
Australia (Bio on Pg.10)

Mr Wymen Chan, Managing Director, SUSI Partners’ Asia Investment Team (Bio on
Pg.10)

Mr Cyrille Arnould, Senior Officer, European Investment Bank (EIB), Climate Office
(Bio on Pg.11)

Moderated roundtable discussion

Closing remarks

Mr Steve Howard, Roundtable moderator; Secretary General, The Global
Foundation

Ms Sue Kench, Roundtable moderator; Global Chief Executive, King & Wood
Mallesons
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7:00pm Close of Roundtable



As Founding Secretary General of the non-
profit Global Foundation since 1998, Steve
Howard has led the necessary global push for
the adoption of ‘co-operative globalisation’, a
positive strategy for inclusive, ‘win-win’
economic development and a sustainable
global economy. 

Many world leaders have personally
participated in and endorsed this and related
initiatives.

The Asia & Australia Roundtable 
S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H I E S
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Mr Steve Howard
Secretary General, The Global Foundation

Through this collaborative and low-key
approach, Steve has helped to shape global
affairs with practical outcomes over more than
20 years.

Prior to the Global Foundation, he led the
successful renaissance strategy for
Melbourne, in Australia in the 1990’s, including
a national strategy for private sector
investment in public infrastructure, now
adopted as a business model, worldwide. 

In order of appearance

Sue Kench is the Global Chief Executive of King
& Wood Mallesons. She leads the development
and implementation of the firm’s international
growth strategy and is responsible for
integrating the firm’s international operations.
 

Together with the Global Chairman, Sue
oversees the firm’s International Management
Committee and the Global Executive team
which are responsible for setting the firm’s
strategic priorities and international business
plans.

Sue has a reputation for driving positive change,
aligning and engaging diverse groups around a 

Ms Sue Kench
Global Chief Executive, King & Wood Mallesons

shared vision and creating a culture where
everyone has a voice. 

Her leadership was recognised by the Financial
Times when she received the ‘Australian
innovative leader award’ at the FT Asia Pacific
Innovative Law Firm awards in 2018. She was
also named in the 2018 Australian Financial
Review’s 100 Women of Influence.

Sue was appointed Global Chief Executive in
2017 following four years as Chief Executive
Partner Australia where she led a very
successful growth agenda. 

http://globalfoundation.org.ai/


Kishore Mahbubani is a Distinguished Fellow at
the Asia Research Institute (ARI), National
University of Singapore (NUS).

Mr Mahbubani has been privileged to enjoy two
distinct careers, in diplomacy (1971 to 2004)
and in academia (2004 to 2019). He is a prolific
writer who has spoken in many corners of the
world.

In diplomacy, he was with the Singapore
Foreign Service for 33 years (1971 to 2004). He
had postings in Cambodia, Malaysia,
Washington DC and New York, where he twice
was Singapore’s Ambassador to the UN and
served as President of the UN Security Council
in January 2001 and May 2002. He was
Permanent Secretary at the Foreign Ministry
from 1993 to 1998. 

As a result of his excellent performance in his
diplomatic career, he was conferred the Public
Administration Medal (Gold) by the Singapore
Government in 1998.

Mr Mahbubani joined academia in 2004, when
he was appointed the Founding Dean of the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKY School), 

Mr Kishore Mahbubani
Author, Speaker, Academic, and Former Diplomat

 NUS. He was Dean from 2004 to 2017, and a
Professor in the Practice of Public Policy from
2006 to 2019. 

In April 2019, he was elected as an honorary
international member to the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences, which has honoured
distinguished thinkers, including several of
America’s founding fathers, since 1780.

Mr Mahbubani was awarded the President’s
Scholarship in 1967. He graduated with a First
Class Honours degree in Philosophy from the
University of Singapore in 1971. From Dalhousie
University, Canada, he received a Master’s
degree in Philosophy in 1976 and an honorary
doctorate in 1995. He spent a year as a fellow at
the Center for International Affairs at Harvard
University from 1991 to 1992.

He has also been a prolific author, having
published eight books: Can Asians Think?,
Beyond The Age Of Innocence, The New Asian
Hemisphere, The Great Convergence, Can
Singapore Survive, The ASEAN Miracle (co-
authored with Jeffery Sng), Has the West Lost
It? and Has China Won?.
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Fu Ying started her career with China’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MFA) in 1978 and had long
engaged in Asian affairs. She served
successively as Director of Division and
Counselor in Asian Affairs Department of MFA. 

In 1992 She joined UN peacekeeping mission
in Cambodia. She was appointed Minister
Counselor at Chinese Embassy in Indonesia in
1997, Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines
in 1998, and Director General of Asian
Department of MFA in 2000. She then was
ppointed Ambassador to Australia (2004-
2007), and Ambassador to the United Kingdom
(2007-2009).

She served as Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
for European Affairs and then for Asian Affairs
(2009-2013). 

Madame Fu Ying
Chairperson, Center for International Security and Strategy, Tsinghua University (CISS)

Fu Ying was elected deputy to China’s 12th
(2013) and then 13th (2018) National People’s
Congress (NPC). She was the Chairperson of
the Foreign Affairs Committee and
spokesperson of the 12th NPC (2013-2018). 

She is now a Vice-Chairperson of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of China’s 13th NPC (2018-
2023).

Fu Ying also serves as the Chair of Center for
International Security and Strategy (CISS)
since 2018, and appointed an adjunct
professor at Tsinghua University in 2018. She
was appointed the Honorary Dean of the
Institute for AI International Governance of
Tsinghua University (I-AIIG) in 2020. 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/zzjg_663340/yzs_663350/
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Dr Keyu Jin
Associate Professor, London School of Economics

Didier Borowski joined Amundi in 2010 as co-
Head of the Strategy and Economic Research
team and was appointed Head of Global Views
in 2019, a team, which supports General
Management and the Global Investment
Committee and aims to strengthen Amundi’s
thought leadership on key cross-cutting
thematics. 

Mr Didier Borowski 
Head of Global Views, Amundi

Prior to that, Didier held a position of at the
French Treasury. He also worked as an expert
for the European Commission. 

Didier holds a PhD in economics and was
Associate Professor at the University of Paris
Nord and lecturer for several years at the
University of Paris Dauphine.

Dr. Keyu Jin is a tenured professor at the LSE,
where she researches and teaches
International Economics, technology
competition and the Chinese Economy. 

She is a board member of Richemont Group,
one of the largest luxury conglomerates in the
world.She has contributed multiple op-ed
pieces to the Financial Times, and served on
the editorial board of the Review of Economic

Studies, one of the world's leading Economic
journals. She has made documentaries for the
BBC on Artificial Intelligence and US China
Technology competition and a solo
documentary feature for Bloomberg,
representing a new voice of China.

 She has taught at Yale and Berkeley in the
past, and has a BA, MA, PhD from Harvard
University. 
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John McCarthy AO is a former Australian
career diplomat. He joined the then
Department of External Affairs in 1968.  
 
McCarthy’s posts include Ambassador to
Vietnam, Mexico, Thailand, The United States,
Indonesia and Japan and High Commissioner
to India. 
 
His assignments in the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) in Australia included
Chief of Staff to the then Foreign Minister,
Andrew Peacock, Chief Legal Officer and
Deputy Secretary. 
 
Born in Washington DC in 1942, McCarthy has
an MA and LLB from Cambridge University
and was called to the London bar at the Middle
Temple in 1965. He was a barrister in London
from 1965 to 1966 and worked for the New
York law firm of Shearman and Sterling from
1966-1967. 

Mr John McCarthy, AO
Senior Adviser, Asia Link; former Australian Ambassador to India, Indonesia,
Japan, Thailand and the United States

Since leaving DFAT in 2009, McCarthy has
been: National President of the Australian
Institute of International Affairs; Chair of the
Australian Australia-India Council; Co-
convenor of the Australian–Indonesia
dialogue; and Chair of the Advisory Board of
the Griffith Asia Institute. 
 
After 2009, McCarthy has also had a number
of assignments from the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and has been involved in the private
sector, including as senior adviser to
Mitsubishi Materials Corporation, Tokyo, since
2011. 
 
McCarthy is a senior adviser to Asialink 
 
McCarthy is an Officer of the Order of Australia
(1999). He has Honorary Doctorates from
Murdoch and Griffith Universities. . 

JFDM is currently chairing ("President") of the
Paris-based, Asia-focused think-tank Asia
Centre which he contributed establishing in
2005 and has been heading since 2009
(www.centreasia.eu).
 
Within the institution he particularly focuses on
Greater China on the political, financial,
economic, energy and environment fronts. He
regularly contributes to French and
international media.

Asia Centre is an independent think-tank which 

Mr Jean-François di Meglio
President, Asia Centre, Paris

issues a quarterly "Asia Trends" in both French
and English, next issues of which will focus on
contemporary political Chinese thinkers on
both sides of the Straits and in Hong Kong as
well as on issues related to the Korean
peninsula (both issues to be released last
quarter 2021, available on request)

JFDM is an alumnus of Paris Ecole normale
supérieure and Beijing University. He
previously had a banking career in North
America, Europe and North East Asia. 

http://www.centreasia.eu/
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Born in Australia to Malaysian parents in 1980,
Selena grew up in rural Victoria where her
fascination with the universe led her via
Monash University to a PhD in string theory at
the University of Cambridge in 2002. Her focus
on “where do we come from?” and “what will
we become?” soon turned into “what do we
want to become?” and “how do we make that
happen?”.  
 
An MBA at the Collège des Ingénieurs led her
in 2004 to join AREVA, a global leader in the
nuclear power industry. Her career at the
AREVA group has ranged from leading a
France-US technical collaboration on nuclear
non-proliferation to creating a regional office in
Singapore to advise South-East Asian 

Dr Selena Ng
Advisor, Social Economy; Member of the Board, the Global Foundation

countries on developing nuclear power safely
and sustainably, and more recently to
constructing very large (~1600 MWe) nuclear
power plants, first in France, then in Finland
and now in the UK. 
 
Selena is a keen advocate of “teaching others
to fish” and has been, in addition to coaching
her teams and other colleagues, an active
volunteer in strategic planning for grassroots
organisations in rural Benin and Malaysia,
financial planning for domestic workers in
Singapore, and increasing self-esteem for less
privileged teenagers in France. Her guiding
aspiration is to create sustainable and positive
change in all that she does: situations and
people, profit and nonprofit, big and small. 

Dino Patti Djalal was born in Belgrade,
Yugoslavia on 10th September 1965. He
earned his Bachelor's Degree in Political
Science from Carleton University (Ottawa,
Canada); a Masters Degree in Political Science
from Simon Fraser University (Vancouver,
Canada), and a Phd in International Relations
from the London School of Economics and
Political Science (London, UK).

In 2004, Dino was appointed Special Staff of
the President for International Affairs. In that
capacity, Dino assumed many roles:
Presidential spokesperson, foreign policy 

adviser to the President, speech writer.

From 2010 to 2013, Dino served as Indonesia's
ambassador to the United States.

In 2012, Dr. Dino won the prestigious
"Marketeer of the Year", the same award that
was won by President Joko Widodo.

In June 2014, Dino was appointed Vice
Minister for Foreign Affairs, until October that
year. In 2015, he has founded the Foreign
Policy Community of Indonesia.

Dr Dino Patti Djalal
Founder, Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia and Former Deputy Foreign
Minister, Republic of Indonesia
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MICHAEL YEOH is a public intellectual, social
entrepreneur, author and international speaker.

He has over 35 years of senior corporate
management, consulting and boardroom
experience. Currently he is President, KSI
Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific, an
independent non-profit Think Tank. He was
previously CEO of the Asian Strategy &
Leadership Institute. He is also Deputy
Chairman of the Economic Club of Kuala
Lumpur and a Director of the Malaysia China
Business Council and the British Malaysia
Chamber of Commerce and General Committee
member of the Malaysian International
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Michael sits on the Board of Directors of MUI
Properties (Property Development), Pan
Malaysia Corporation (Investment and Food),
and Kashtec Holdings (Fintech and e-
Commerce) and is a Trustee of the OSK
Foundation and Yayasan Wesley. He was a
Former Director of Star Media Group, the
National Heart Institute and Sunway University.

Michael has served the Government as 

Tan Sri Michael O.K. Yeoh 
President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific

 Malaysia’s Representative (Ambassador rank)
to the ASEAN High Level Task Force on
Connectivity, Commissioner in the Royal
Commission of Police, Member of the Malaysia
Competition Commission, member Advisory
Board of the Malaysian Anti Corruption
Commission and Commissioner in the Human
Rights Commission (SUHAKAM). He was a
member of the National Unity Consultative
Council and was recently appointed to the
Executive Council of the United Nations ESCAP
Business Sustainable Network. 

He has authored 5 books and have spoken at
forums organized by the World Economic
Forum, Confederation of Indian Industry, Centre
for China and Globalization, the Asia Society, the
China Development Institute, World Policy
Conference and Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. 

He holds a degree in Economics from Monash
University and Doctor of Laws (honoris causa)
from the University of Nottingham. He has also
attended senior management courses at
Wharton School and Harvard Business School.

Peter Yu is a Yawuru man from Broome in the
Kimberley region in North West Australia with
over 40 years’ experience in Indigenous
development and advocacy in the Kimberley
and at the state, national and international
level. Peter was a key negotiator on behalf of
the Yawuru Native Title Holders with the
Western Australian State Government over the
2010 Yawuru Native Title Agreement. He was
recently Chief Executive Officer of the Yawuru
Corporate Group and is the current and
inaugural Professor and Vice – President First
Nations Portfolio at the Australian National
University.

He has been an advocate for the social,
cultural and economic advancement and well-
being of Kimberley and other Aboriginal 

Professor Peter Yu 
Vice-President, First Nations, Australian National University, Australia

communities for his entire career. He has
been instrumental in the development of many
community-based organisations and
initiatives which have had an enduring
influence on the Kimberley region. He was
Executive Director of the Kimberley Land
Council during the 1990s and a member of the
national leadership team negotiating the
Federal Government’s response to the 1992
Mabo High Court judgement on Native Title.

He is currently the Chair for the Indigenous
Reference Group (IRG) to the Northern
Ministerial Forum, Deputy Chair of the North
Australian Indigenous Land and Sea
Management Alliance Ltd (NAILSMA), Board
member of Jawun. 
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Mr Knott is Chair of GHD, an employee owned
global professional services company with
more than 10,000 people around the world and
revenues of AUD 2.2 billion. 

He previously led the company’s operations in
Asia–Pacific, spanning New Zealand,
Philippines, Chile, and China. He has played a
key role in mergers and acquisitions, which
have diversified the company’s earnings
across the United States, Canada, Asia–
Pacific, and the United Kingdom.
 
Mr Knott has more than 30 years’ experience 

Mr Robert Knott
Chairman, GHD

in the design and project management of
major water and transport infrastructure,
defense, telecommunications, and property
and buildings projects.

Mr Knott is a founding director of The GHD
Foundation an independent global charitable
organisation focussed on relieving poverty and
distress and building communities. He is also
director of Hands and Feet, an Australian
charity providing food distribution, indigenous
education, and national disability services.

Minister Shutaro Omura is the current Deputy
Chief of Mission at the Embassy of Japan in
Canberra, Australia since being appointed in     
September 2018. 

Prior to this assignment, Minister Omura had
previously worked at the Ministry of Foreign 

Minister Shutaro Omura
Minister, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Japan, Australia

Affairs in Japan, served at the Permanent
Mission of Japan to the United Nations, New
York, USA, and served twice at the Embassy of
Japan in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Minister Omura obtained a bachelor's degree
in law from the University of Tokyo, Japan."

Wymen Chan is Managing Director of SUSI
Partners’ Asia Investment Team, overseeing
the company’s investment activities in
Southeast Asia. 

He has extensive equity investment
experience, particularly in the renewable and
clean-tech energy sector with a focus on Asian
markets. 

Mr Wymen Chan
Managing Director, SUSI Partners’ Asia Investment Team

Before joining SUSI Partners in 2018, Wymen
worked for Armstrong Asset Management,
where he was a senior member of the
investment team. 

Prior to that, he was a Director at Maybank
MEACP, a fund focussed on renewable energy
investments across Asia. 



Cyrille Arnould joined the newly created EIB’s
Climate Office in March of 2020 after having
led EIB’s Global Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy Fund since 2008.  

Previously, he was a Senior Officer in the
Africa Caribbean and Pacific department
where he oversaw the development of private
equity and microfinance portfolios. He came 

Mr Cyrille Arnould
Senior Officer, European Investment Bank (EIB) Climate Office

to EIB from the World Bank’s IFC in 2003.

Cyrille is a graduate of the Political Science
Institute of the University of Strasbourg and
holds a Master's in Law from the University of
Strasbourg, as well as an MBA from the
Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania.
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