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8 October 2020 

Urgent Advice  
Our Rome Roundtable, 16 & 17 November 2020 

will now be conducted in online-only format  
 
 
Due to the escalating health risks associated with the global Covid pandemic, the 
Foundation has decided to proceed with its signature global event for 2020, the Rome 
Roundtable, on 16 & 17 November, in online-only video format. 
 
Until very recently, we were confident that it would be possible for at least some of our key 
figures to meet face to face in Rome, with others joining us online.  However, prudence 
has required us to decide in recent days to move to an online-only video format. 
 
While I realise that this will be somewhat impersonal in nature compared to our past 
global meetings, at the same time, video technology will enable strong participation by a 
wide-cross section of our key supporters from multiple parts of the world. 
 
We are presently designing the program for Monday 16 & Tuesday 17 November, 
recognising that it may now take the form of several distinct sessions, rather than one 
contiguous meeting.  I expect to be able to send you the draft program outline, including 
the major themes and timings for both days, along with your official invitation to 
participate, in the next week or so. 
 
If you have any specific queries or thoughts about the program, please do not hesitate to 
be in touch in the interim. 
 
In the meantime, outstanding preparatory work continues to be undertaken in conjunction 
with our Key Partners and Partners and interlocutors, at the Vatican and Bank of Italy, in 
particular. 
 
For example, Mark Cutifani, CEO of Anglo American, will lead the next iteration of the ‘Day 
of Reflection’, involving mining industry leaders and senior officials from the Vatican’s 
Dicastery of Integral Human Development, on 25 October, which will in turn feed into our 
main Rome meeting in November. 
 
Thanks in anticipation for your understanding and support in this most unusual year.  That 
we can practice such solidarity, while physically apart, is a testament to your collective 
commitment to advancing our agenda for the global common good. 
 
Kindest regards and all best wishes that you and yours continue to stay safe, 
 

 
Steve Howard 
Secretary General 
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