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The Global Foundation is a not for profit organisation, fully independent of governments and supported entirely 
by members and donors from the private sector, universities, and civil society.  Its head office is based in Sydney, 
Australia and its scope of operations cover the world.

The Foundation seeks to serve the global common good and in so doing, promotes the concept of ‘co-operative 
globalisation’ and several related actions in support of this goal.

Two of these actions that have led to and intersect at the Pacific Islands Roundtable are as follows:
      Providing a further voice for the Pacific Islands, among others, in global affairs; and
      Encouraging action and collaboration by the private and public sectors, both globally and regionally, in taking 

action to address global climate change.

The meeting in Suva, Fiji enables a small, invited group, comprising a cross-section of invited contributors from 
business, civil society, universities, international institutions and governments, to meet with each other and also, 
with the leaders of the Anglican Communion, in particular, the Archbishop of Canterbury, His Grace, Most Reverend 
Justin Welby and the Anglican Primates from the Pacific region, who will be visiting Fiji at this time.

The Pacific Islands Roundtable meeting will discuss regional and global policy actions taking place or requiring 
further encouragement, following on from the most recent intergovernmental global climate talks, led by the 
Government of Fiji in 2017.  

At the same time, the meeting will explore the progress being made in practical climate-related project actions in 
the Pacific and the potential for further private and public sector co-operation and investment.

Short briefs about these matters are enclosed.

The outcomes from the Pacific Islands Roundtable will inform and be discussed at the most significant global 
meeting of the Global Foundation, its Rome Roundtable, that will next convene in June 2017.

Agenda and Background information to the 

Pacific Islands Roundtable
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Global Foundation Members and invited guests
Mr Steve Howard, Secretary General,The Global Foundation; International Advisor, Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) (Chairman)

The Honourable Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum MP, Acting Prime Minister, Attorney-General, Fijian Government
Mr Cyrille Arnould, Head of GEEREF, European Investment Bank
Mr John Connor, Executive Director, COP23 Presidency Secretariat, Government of Fiji
Mr Ian Fraser, General Manager, GHD Asia Pacific
H.E. Sujiro Seam, Ambassador of France to Fiji
Mr Bob Lyon, Chairman, Fiji Development Bank
Rev’d Dr Bob Mitchell, CEO, Anglican Overseas Aid
Mr Frank Pegan, CEO, Catholic Super; Chair of Investor Group on Climate Change (Australasia)
Mr James Palmer, Fiji Country Manager, GHD
Ms Cristelle Pratt, Deputy Secretary General Pacific Islands Forum
Ms Louise Watson, Member of the Global Foundation Board, MD Symbol Strategic Communications
Dr Peter Wirth, Founder/Project Manager, The Barefoot Water and Sanitation Consortium
Representative, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) - to be advised

Members of the Anglican Communion
Archbishop Winston Halapua, Primate of AC Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia
Mr Fe’iloakitau Kaho Tevi, Advisor to Archbishop 
Archbishop Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
Bishop Anthony Poggo, the Archbishops Adviser for the Anglican Communion 
Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon, Secretary General of Anglican Communion Office
Mr Phil George, Lambeth Conference Chief Executive Officer
Archbishop Philip Freier, Primate of AC Australia
Ms Anne Hywood, GenSec of AC Australia
Archbishop Philip Richardson, Primate of AC Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia         
Revd Michael Hughes, GenSec of AC Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia 
Archbishop George Takeli, Primate of AC Melanesia
Dr Abraham Hauriasi, GenSec of AC Melanesia
Archbishop Allan Migi, Primate of AC Papua New Guinea
Mr Dennis Kabebe, GenSec of AC Papua New Guinea
Bishop Robert Fitzpatrick, Bishop for Hawai’I and episcopal diocese of Micronesia
Bishop Andrew Hedge, Bishop of Waiapu

Observers
Ms Gill Whiting, Anglican Communion Programme Coordinator at Lambeth Palace
Mr Lloyd Ashton, Media Officer (from AC ANZP)
Ms Natalie Kennaugh, EA to Archbishop Philip Richardson 

Attendees 
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Embassy	of	France	in	Fiji,Statement	on	climate	change,	energy	

transition	and	related	issues:	
	

France	supports	the	Fiji	Presidency	of	COP	23,	providing	in	particular	financial	assistance	to	
Amb.	Khan	in	Geneva,	to	facilitate	her	participation	in	meetings	and	events	on	climate	

around	the	world.	
	

France	and	Fiji	engaged	in	a	Memorandum	of	Understanding	on	“cooperation	in	the	field	of	
reduction	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions	from	ship”.		This	MoU	provides	for	financial	support	
and	capacity	building	to	allow	Fiji	to	participate	in	the	ongoing	work	in	the	International	

Maritime	Organization,	which	is	leading	on	the	issue.	
	

France	supports	the	«	e-POP	»	program,	conducted	by	RFI	(Radio	France	International)	and	
IRD	(Research	Institute	for	Development),	based	on	a	network	of	young	Pacific	Islanders	
who	produce	short	videos	on	climate	change	and	sustainable	development	in	Fiji,	New-

Caledonia,	New-Zealand,	Solomon	Islands	and	Vanuatu.	
	

IRD	and	the	University	of	New-Caledonia	in	Noumea	also	have	joint	research	programs	in	
particular	in	the	measurement	of	water,	air	and	soil	pollution	in	Fiji	and	New-Caledonia-										
France	is	chairing	the	International	Coral	Reef	Initiative	(ICRI)	until	June	2018	and	in	the	
context	of	the	launch	of	the	International	Year	of	the	Reef	in	Fiji	has	offered	technical	

assistance	to	develop	a	National	Coral	Reef	Strategy.	
	

France	convened	the	One	Planet	Summit	to	mark	the	second	anniversary	of	the	Paris	
Agreement	on	Climate	on	12	December	2017.		At	that	Summit,	an	initiative	for	Climate	and	
Sustainable	Development	in	the	Pacific	was	announced,	to	be	implemented	by	the	AFD	

(French	Agency	for	Development).	
	

French	companies	(Akuo	Energy	and	Mascara	Technologies)	specialized	in	solar	energy	and	
Solar/desalination	technologies	are	interested	in	the	Fiji	Renewable	Energy		Market.	
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FIJI	WATER	AND	SANITATION	PROJECT	2018	

It	is	widely	believed	that	the	practice	of	open	defecation	and	use	of	pit	toilets	in	villages	in	Fiji	and	other	
developing	nations	causes	contamination	of:	
1/	drinking	water,	causing	illness	and	death	from	water-borne	gastroenteritis,	especially	in	children	
2/	damage	to	marine	environments,	resulting	in	adverse	outcomes	for	fisheries	and	tourism.	
	
This	issue	has	great	relevance	to	several	of	the	17	United	Nations	Sustainable	Development	Goals:	

SDG	3	Good	Health	and	Wellbeing	

SDG	6	Clean	Water	and	Sanitation	

SDG	13	Climate	Action	

SDG	14	Life	Below	Water	

The	owners	of	the	Barefoot	Resorts	in	the	Yasawa	region	of	Fiji	inspired	this	project	as	they	saw	first-hand	the	
negative	impact	of	the	problem	on	the	local	coral	reefs,	the	fish	stocks,	and	the	health	of	local	villagers.	As	a	
doctor	with	a	love	of	Fiji,	I	was	drawn	to	the	project.	

Together,	we	have	formed	a	consortium	of	5	Australian	and	2	Fijian	universities	to	investigate	and	improve	this	
problem	in	Fiji:	

1. Deakin	University	
2. Royal	Melbourne	Institute	of	Technology	(RMIT)	
3. Queensland	University	of	Technology	
4. Griffith	University	
5. James	Cook	University	
6. Fiji	National	University	
7. University	of	the	South	Pacific	

We	have	agreed	to	three	stages:	
Stage	1.	Collect	data	to	prove	or	disprove	that	the	problem	exists.	
Stage	2.	Trial	of	various	interventions	(ie	water	filters,	septic	tanks,	etc)	
Stage	3.	Formally	assess	each	potential	intervention.	Does	it	work,	and	can	it	be	easily	maintained	in	a	village	
setting?	
	
For	Stage	1,	we	have	built	and	equipped	a	laboratory/science	centre	on	Barefoot	Resort	in	the	Yasawas.	
It	will	analyse	water	samples	from	multiple	marine	and	drinking	sources	across	the	Yasawas	and	Mamanucas.	
It	will	also	be	an	education	centre	for	teachers,	nurses,	doctors	and	community	groups	from	the	region.	
University	visits	and	activity	have	already	commenced	this	year!	
	
We	have	lobbied	the	Fiji	Government	to	apply	for	external	aid	funding,	but	have	been	unsuccessful.	Therefore	
we	have	funded	the	laboratory	entirely	ourselves,	but	need	more	funds.	
The	Australian	Government,	via	the	New	Colombo	Plan	and	via	the	Endeavour	Scheme,	have	funded	the	
Australian	universities	FJD	$500	000	for	each	of	the	next	three	years	to	participate	in	this	project.	

	
One	of	our	core	commitments	is	to	fund	local	Fijian	students	to	participate	alongside	their	Australian	
colleagues,	in	order	to	build	local	capacity	and	expertise.	

	
Peter	Wirth	
M	0417011738	
pwirth@optusnet.com.au	
Skype	peterwirth11	
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